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Rieke leaving Board of Aviation
Commissioners; Calls county airport
marketing crucial to growth

By Bill Gisel

AUBURN — With an
infrastructure that is soon to
include an instrument
landing system, the task
facing the Board of Aviation
Commissioners in the near
future is marketing the
DeKalb County Airport.

That is the advice from
Layden Rieke, who has
stepped down as an aviation
board member and president
effective Dec. 31.

Rieke noted the airport is 41
years old, “and when it was
first built it had a 3,650-foot
landing strip.”

Today, the airport has a
5,000-foot runway,
taxiways, numerous
corporate and airport-owned
hangars, an automated
weather observation system
(AWOS) and the ILS, Rieke
noted.

Airport board
appoints
Turner
AUBURN —
The DeKalb
County
Commissioners
Monday
appointed
Jeffrey L.
Turner to the
board of
aviation
commissioners.

Turner
succeeds
Laydon Rieke,
who is
stepping down
to spend more
time at his
home in South
Carolina.

The
commissioners
also
reappointed
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Couchman said Rieke’s
aviation experience and
expertise will be missed, but
he believes the appointment
of Jeffrey Turner to replace
Rieke is a good pick.

While not an aviator,
Turnery “has a really good
business mind,” Couchman
pointed out. “I think we have
a board that is well-
balanced, and Jeff will be a
great addition.”

Rieke said he will be
available at any time “if the
board wants my advice, or if
they want me to work on a
special project. | would have
loved to stay on the board,
but with my plans to be gone
six months of the year, it just
didn’t make any sense.”

member of the
aviation board.

Stump said
state Sen.
Dennis Kruse
will be
presenting new
legislation that
would allow
for the
expansion of
the aviation
board from
four to five
members. The
legislation
would make it
easier for four-
member boards
to field a
quorum of
voting
members,
Stump
explained. “It
is easier to
have three of
five members
present than
three of four,”
he said.

Also on
Monday, the
commissioners
reappointed
Robert Menzie
to a two-year
term on the
DeKalb
County
Community
Foundation
board of
directors.
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