DeKalb County Airport ready to bury power lines
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AUBURN — The DeKalb County Airport runway extension project can move forward with
burying power lines between C.R. 29 and C.R. 31, airport officials said.

The Federal Aviation Administration approved a categorical exclusion to allow the work to be
scheduled. The burial will avoid height obstructions when the airport runway is expanded to
7,000 feet.

The burial previously was part of the airport’s draft environmental assessment, which has yet
to be approved by the FAA. Without the exclusion, work on any part of the assessment would
have to wait for approval, said Paul Shaffer, a civil engineer and manager of airport
development with Butler, Fairman and Seufert.

Burial of the power lines most likely will begin in mid-2012, officials said. Airport manager
Russ Couchman said the airport will contact Indiana-Michigan Power to get the utility involved
in the project, since the company will not allow any third-party to work on the lines.

Couchman said the exclusion keeps the airport expansion on track. The FAA's delay in
approving the draft environmental assessment could have set the timetable back by months.

“In my opinion, taking the power lines out of the (assessment) means we can actually move
forward on that,” Couchman said.

Burying the power lines will cost nearly $1 million, and the FAA will foot the bill, Couchman
said.

To continue to keep the ball rolling on the expansion, Butler, Fairman and Seufert will begin
working on a benefit-cost analysis, in an effort to get final approval on the draft assessment.

Once the assessment is approved by the FAA, the airport will advertise it publicly by placing it
on display at the local library and the airport and making appropriate notices to the
community. A public hearing to gather public input may be held.

Shaffer said the FAA is requiring the airport to conduct a benefit-cost analysis before the
assessment is approved. This is a new rule for airport expansions of more than $5 million,
which Shaffer said is a byproduct of recent federal budget cuts. The runway extension is
projected to cost between $5-6 million.

“There is really no reason (the FAA) can't approve it now,” Shaffer said. “The benefit-cost
analysis is only being required because of all the cuts being made. (The FAA) wants to have
another piece of paper to say (this project) is a good idea.”

Even with the hurdles, Couchman and Shaffer said the expansion is needed to accommodate
the number and types of aircraft taking off and landing at the airport. The alternative to FAA
grants is paying for the runway extension locally, which isn’'t an option.

Airport officials said they hope to meet with representatives from the FAA in October for a
capital improvement meeting, to state their case. With funding tight and other airports
clamoring for funds, Shaffer said it is important to get the airport on the FAA radar.
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