Airport prepares to buy homes for runway extension
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AUBURN — The DeKalb County Airport Authority approved a motion Friday to spend no
more $11,000 on appraisals for the future purchase of two homes on C.R. 31.

The airport currently owns seven homes surrounding its perimeter, bought as part ofa runway
extension project. At least six additional homes — including the two being appraised — will
need to be secured in the future to enable the airport to extend its runway to 7,000 feet.

Airport manager Russ Couchman said the appraisals are a formality, required by the Federal
Aviation Administration to ensure the homeowners are given fair deals. The process could
take up to four months to complete.

“These (appraisals) are different from your average home appraisal,” Couchman said. “We
have to follow the FAA rules, which include all types of safeguards to make sure we don't sell
anyone short.”

The appraisals, and subsequent home purchases, eventually could be reimbursed by the FAA
in the form of an annual $150,000 grant, he said. The FAA grants are still an uncertainty,
though, due to a recent FAA shutdown.

Even with the FAA dragging its heels, Couchman said the appraisals are valid for 12 months
and funds could be available in the airport's 2012 budget.

“We are currently waiting on the County Council to approve our line-item budget and issue
their binding review (in September),” he said.

The 2012 budget, if approved, could earmark up to $391,500 — in three separate funds — to
provide money for home purchases.

Local resident Doug Trovinger, whose home is one of the six to be purchased, attended the
meeting and said he hopes attend future meetings on behalf of the C.R. 31 residents. He
said they are anxious about the project and want to remain updated on the process.

“There is a lot of angst and concern,” Trovinger said, “but | felt (this meeting) was very
informative. Questions were answered honestly and straightforwardly, and (the board)

seemed to be open to suggestions.”

Couchman said the airport authority board is committed to working with the residents to make
the home-buying process as easy as possible.

“We hope they know that we will do whatever it takes to make sure they are well-taken care
of,” Couchman said.
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