
·   The DeKalb County Airport Sewer Extension Project is currently underway. The new gravity flow sewer 
extension will be constructed from an existing sewer line on 
the West side of  County Road 427 along the South side of 
County Road 60 to the Glenn T. Rieke Terminal . The new 
sewer extension will allow the DeKalb County Airport to stop 
using septic holding tanks which needed emptied roughly once 
a week. Pictured right is a rough estimate of the location of the 
new sewer piping.   

·   The new Golf-Papa Corporate hangar is now fully operational. 
The 135’  by 110’  building will be housing 4 to 6 larger aircraft.  

·  Tenants are now moving into new T-hangar row F. The new T-
hangar row is the latest row of 6-unit T-hangars. The new 
building features increased security lighting outside, high 
output florescent lighting inside, and a solid asphalt approach 
to facilitate space between hangars. New T-hangar row F is 
pictured right.  

·  A new Conference room and Airport Manager’s office was 
built in the Glenn T. Rieke Terminal. The new Conference 
room and office are located on the west end upstairs of the 
terminal. The old conference room is now occupied by Mid-
America Avionics.  

·  The Board of Aviation Commissioners approved port-a-johns 
to be located at each T-hangar area. The first port-a-john is 
located on the North side of hangar A and the second is located 
between hangar F & G on the North side (pictured right).  

Industry News 
·  Sport Pilot/L ight Spor t Aircraft Proposal - The timer 

continues to run on the FAA’s long-awaited Sport pilot 
proposal. While it does, a number of foreign-born aircraft are 
preparing for entry to the U.S. market. Many of the entries 
come from countries such as Poland, Ukraine, and Slovenia, 
but one of the most prolific is the Czec Republic.  

·  Airpor t officials take stand against NASCAR track - 
Members of the Arlington Airport Commission in Arlington, 
Washington, have said no, by voting 6-1 on a resolution expressing opposition to construction of a 
NASCAR track just south of the airport. The Speedway would be built within 3 miles of the airport inflicting 
temporary flight restrictions on local and transient pilots.  

A Note from Wade Troth 

During the past 18 months you have welcomed me to your community and provided me with a helping hand. I 
accepted a position as airport manager in DeKalb County knowing the aviation community is the same the world 
around and you proved it is. Recently, I have accepted a position in Pierre, SD in which I will take friendships 
from many of you with me. Pierre Regional Airport is a small mid-west airport, with just over 100 based 
airplanes, a new set of challenges including commercial air service, airport rescue and firefighting, and different 
rules pertaining to airport operations.  August 13th will be my last day at DeKalb County Airport. I am honored 
to have worked for the current Board of Aviation Commissioners, the Commissioners of DeKalb County, and 
many of you that make this airport a community. There is no doubt in my mind DeKalb County Airport will 
continue to grow and continue to be a major economic impact in Northeast Indiana.                   
Thank you very much, Wade Troth.   

 

Don’ t Forget  
Don’ t forget:   Pilots are 
required by FAR 61.56 to 
per form a Bi-annual flight 
review with a qualified 
instructor .  

To Do L ist: 
July 22nd - Cruise-In at Court 
House Square. 6:30 to 8:30pm in 
Auburn. 

July 24-25th - History Fest at the 
American Heritage Village, I69 
at exit 126.  

August 12-14th - St. Joe Pickle 
Festival. 

August 19th - Cruise-In at Court 
House Square. 6:30 to 8:30pm in 
Auburn. 

August 22nd - Hoosier Warbirds 
Fly/In Drive/In Cruise/In 
Pancake Breakfast and Lunch. 
Starts at 7am at the Glenn T. 
Rieke Terminal Bldg.  

·  DeKalb County Board 
o f  A v i a t i o n 
Commissioners: 

Pres. Layden Rieke 

Vice Pres. George Wappes 

Sec. Jim Mason 

Treasurer. Brad Stump 

Happenings at DeKalb County Airpor t 
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·  The BOAC meets every 

third Friday at 12:30 PM.   
The next meeting will be 
August 20th, 2004. 



Calendar of Nearby Events 
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Please send us your ideas of things you would like to see in the newsletter.  Any newsletter suggestions or comments can 
be sent via email to: wtroth@sbcglobal.net or faxed to 260-927-4048.  If you are a DeKalb County Airport Tenant, you may 
send your ideas for articles in with your next payment.  We thank you in advance for your articles and ideas.  

Send Us Your Ideas 

July 24th—Bowling Green, OH. Wood County airport (1G0). EAA 582 Pancake Breakfast. 8am to 11am Pancake Breakfast fundraiser hosted 
by EAA Chapter 582.      

July 27th - August 2nd—Oshkosh, WI.  EAA AirVenture Oshkosh Fly-in Convention. For more information on events during the week and 
fly-in procedures visit: www.airventure.org.   

August 4th—Marion, IN.  Marion Municipal Airport (MZZ). Fly/In Cruise/In. Features antique, classic, warbird, and homebuilt aircraft as well 
as all types of vehicles. An all you can eat pancake breakfast is served. 

August 7-8th—Belleville, M I .  Willow Run (YIP). Thunder over Michigan 2004. Fourth largest warbird show in North America. 

August 7-8th—Elkhar t, IN.  Elkhart Municipal Airport (EKM). Pancakes and Planes at the Elkhart Airshow. Fly in for the EAA Chapter 132 
pancake breakfast. Display your aircraft on the Flight Line. Watch the Air show for free in the EAA tent. 

August 8th—Sandusky, OH.  Griffin Airport (SKY). Annual EAA #50 Fly-In Breakfast. Breakfast served 8am to noon.  

August 14th—North Vernon, IN.  North Vernon Municipal (OVO). Airport Awareness Day. Breakfast and Lunch will be served. 

August 15th—Laporte, IN.  LaPorte Airport (PPO). LaPorte Aero Club Fly-In Breakfast. 

August 15th—Mason, MI .  Mason Jeweett Field (TEW). Steak Fry Fly-In Drive-In. Serving Noon to 5pm.  

August 21st—Danville, IN.  Hendricks County Airport (2R2). HCAA Fly-In Lunch. Fly-In and enjoy charcoal-grilled bratwurst, beans, and 
sauerkraut at Gordon Graham Field. 

August 22nd—Auburn, IN.  DeKalb County Airport (07C) Hoosier Warbirds Fly/In Drive/In Cruise/In Pancake Breakfast and Lunch. Starts at 
7am at the Glenn T. Rieke Terminal Bldg.  

 

SpaceShipOne Yields Civilian 
Astronaut 

History was made June21, when 63 year-old Scaled Compos-
ites test pilot Mike Melvill became the first civilian astronaut 
as he piloted SpaceShipOne to a record altitude of 328,491 
feet - some 62.5 miles above the Earth, which qualifies as 
space. SpaceShipOne took off from Mojave Airport in Califor-
nia, carried to its 46,000-foot launch altitude by its mother 
ship “White Knight.”  At that height, Melvill fired a rocket 
motor for a burn of about 80 seconds, shich accelerated him 
instantly to 3G’s. He reached Mach 2.9 going straight up. Af-
ter arching through the top of his trajectory, he glided back to 
Earth, initially in a high drag mode. On reentry to the atmos-
phere, he reconfigured the space plane’s wings as a high-tech 
glider. The historic flight  was marred by a control failure 
which could have been lethal and may delay an attempt to win 
the $10 million X-prize for the first demonstration of a reus-
able, three-passenger spacecraft. As SpaceShipOne climbed, one of the actuators controlling pitch and roll apparently failed and the ship rolled 
some 20 miles off course. The deviation caused Melvill to miss his target altitude of 360,000 feet, but he did reach 328,491 feet - just above the 
62.5 mile altitude that defines space. (SpaceShipOne attached below White Knight pictured above). 

 

A few aviation sayings… 
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